                                                   St.  Louis,  11.  Nov.  1883 (?)





Dear Parents, sisters and brothers and in laws,





We have got your letter being in good health, the same we hope with


you.





There has been a long break when writing again, first I have had too


much work, and then I hurt my left hand, and being recovered it was


the same with my right hand. Now it is over and I am able to work


again.





Dear Parents, I am now farmer for myself, I have rented 52 acre for 5


years and have to pay  250 Dollar for it. I have rented the land from


the former owner and I have taken over everything an the farm, 2


horses, 2 mules, 1 cow, 14 pigs, 70 hens and all tools, 2 lorries for


watering and one for manure for 1300 Dollar. I have to purchase 15000


pounds of raystrew, 6-7000 pounds of hay, 250 bushel potatoes. a


bushel is 60 pounds.





Dear Parents, You have asked for the pictures several times, you have


to show patience this winter, it is too bad weather and we do have too


much work. We have to alter a lot on the farm, because the former


owner has neglected everything.





Dear Mother, when writing, don't tell those things I have told you.





Dear Mother, when anybody wants to go from Wedel to Amerika, let him


come to me, I now have 2 farmhands and I will need 3 next spring.





Herewith I will finish, next time more.





Best wishes to you all





Claus and Elise





Our little son will walk soon





Write again soon


�



