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British Legion, Nork Branch

Hon. Sec.; ], BALLANTYHE, 2 Buckles Way, RBanstead.
(B.H. 3820)

In accordance with the decision reported In these notes last
vear, the social functions of the Branch were cut down to a
minimuma this winter,

The arly two functions held were a dance In December and
the wnnual Re-union in March, both of which were cxtremcly
successiul.

Well over a hundred tickets were sold for the danee and
evervene dgreed it was the bert dance we had had ler a very
long time.

The Re-union, which is always a popular evening, was weil
atrended, and those who were not plaving darts, tabic-
tennis, shove ha’penny or sclo were busy swapping reminis-
cences aver the *‘odd spot™.

The Branch has recently been presented with a Gestetner
duplicating machine. Amnyone requiring letters or circulars
duplicated for a small charge should communicate with Mr.
Matthews, 74 Roundwooad Way, Banstead (3.1, 5834). Any
profits made on thin duplicating will go to a disabled ex-
Serviceman.

Will any member who has ot paid & subseription since last
COctober be kind enough to send 4/~ to the Membership
Secretary, Mr, Matthews, at the above address, or to his
road steward.
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“ Beechholme

The Story of the Children’s Home in Fir Tree Road, Banstead,
began at Marlesford Lodge, Hammersmith, for it was there
that "*deprived”’ children who were later to live at Banstead,
were accommaodated,

On Ist August, 1880, the Kensington and Chelsea Children’s
Home in Fir Tree Read was oflicially opcned. The name was
derived from the fact that the boroughs of Kensington and
Chelsea were responsible for the erection of the Home, and
during the first year of ifs existence, it was only from those two
London horowghs that children were ndmitied. In later years,
children were received {rom Stenning, Guildford and Horsham.

The Kensington and Chelsea Children’s Home covered 28
acres ol land, 10 acres of which were laid oul as playing fizlds.
In addition, 40 ucres of farm und lving directly north of the
home were leased from the Cement Markering Company.

The Home consisted of 22 large houses, a church, school,
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sick bay, band-room. laundry, swimming hath, bakery.
necdlestores, and workshops for the tailor, bootmaker,
carpenter, painter, blacksmith and plember. Each of these
tradesmen, including the baker and the bandmaster, a5 well as
carrving on his trade, was a housefather. responsible for a
boys' “eotlage’” and each ol these boys® cotlages housed from
35 to 40 boys of & to 16 years, The remaining 14 *feottages’”
wire in charge of housemathers and accommodated gitls and
boys up to the age of 7 or § years.

With Mr. Roberi Barkeley as its {irst Supesintendent.
assisted by M. Walter Eagles as his assistant-Superintendent,
and with Mr. Walier Bassett ax the lest Lheadmaster of the
schoaol, the Kensington and Chelsea Children’s Home was
soan catering for the physical, educational and spiritual neads
ol Lhe 640 “*deprived”” children who lived within 1ts boundaries.

In 1890, ten yeasrs after the official opening, two more
“eottapes’ were completed—one for boys and a sceond for
aifls—and the number of children in the home increased to 6%96.

Education was providad in the school for all children berwesn
the sges of 3 and (6. On Jeaving the school practically all the
boys went inta the workshops of their choice and were taught
a trade. Many of those boys were premium and indenturcd
apprentices. 1t would appear from the records that mast of the
pirls entered domestic seevice, Maost of the work on the 40
acres of farmiand was done by the boys.

In 1916, canseguent upeon the closure of another home, the
home in Fir Tree Road became the Kensington, Chelsea and
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5t. Marvichone Children®s Home (one windew in the school
Churel commemorates the boys from St. Marvlebone who fell
it the first world war).

By now the bandroom hiad heen enlarged and fitted up as a
gymnasium and in 1919, a new bandroom wus erected, for the
band had been & prominent feature of the home, Afler 1919,
the number of children In the home rose to 720,

Consequent upon the acceptance by the Tocal Authorities,
of the pational 48-hour week, the tradesmen-houscfathers
gradually relinguished their duties as hovseTmhers hetween 1920
and 1922, They were replaced inthe Cottapes by housemothers,
sume of whom gave long and devoted service and a lew of
whom are still actively engaged in e business of caring far
these childrer, who, for a variety of reasons. are deprived of
normal hame [ife.

By an Act o Farliament in 1929, the Bourds of Guardians,
on whom had rested the responsibility of ensuring that homes
such as this were conducted satisfzetortly, were abolished and
the London County Coupcil teok over the administration in
1930 and the Fducation Officer was now responsibic to his
Committee for the smoath and efficient running of what now
became known as the Bansiead Residential School. This was
now anly one of six similar residential schools administrated by
the L.C.C.

As a resull of the Curtis Report, each local autherity
appointed o Children’s Officer who was responsible to a Child-
ren’s Committee for the problem of dealing with children
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deprived of a normal home life.

S now, the home and the school, recently renamed °‘Beech-
holme®® are separatcly administered. The position now is
that the number of children in the home is 456 and that all
children of infant and primary school age arc cducated -at the
school on the premises and all children of 114 attend local
Surrey County Counci} Secondary Schools 85 indeed they have
done since 14935,

SUPERINTENDENTS.
Robert Darkeley 18801884 Cieorge Langley ... [902-1919
Frederick Walter ... T584-1583 George Manasley ... 1925-1935
Frederick Harstow .. 18851902 Cyril L. G, Rayner 1935 1-12-1853

Om her husband’s death, M. Langley continued us MatroniSuperin-
tendent, 4l 1925,

HEADMASTERS.
Walter Rassett ... 13801594 Christopher Campbell 1904-1933
Arthar Warmen v IRSS-19)4 Cyril L. &, Rayner 14331953
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENTS.
Walter Eagles cee IBEO-T90T Walter Twaites ... 19151921
John Apted ... cee 19081913 Douplas G. Smith ... 1922-1913
PRESENT STAFF.

1 Superintendent and 1 matron 3 MNurses

I Headmgster and 1 asst. matron 3 Administrative stafl
23 ITousemothers 1 Coak

3 Houselathers 4 Cook-generals
45 Assislant houscmothers 2 Marsing wardens

2 Resident domestic assistanis Approx. 50 non-resident statf

9 Teachers.

WATCHES & CLOCKS
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION REPAIRED

~~ PROMPT EFFICIENT SERYICE GIYEN —
— COLLECTION & DELIVERY UMNOERTAKEN —

Telephone BURGH HEATH 3730

E. H. BURLEIGH
20 PARSQONSHELD ROAD, BANSTEAD
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The Good Old Days

Contrihuted by Mg, I. H. BEADLE

For many vears, the majority of ihe residents of Banstead lave
used public transport 1o travel to and from thelr jobs each day.

I have not attempted to trace theic journeys so far back as
the period covered by the writer of that excellent “*Glimpse of
CGur Locut Iistery' which was published in the QOctober
cdition af the “*Nork Quarterly’, buet from the T.B. and S.C.R.
Company’s timetable of 1854, it is possible to obtain a plimpse
of the peak hour train service of ome hundred yzars ago.

In 1854, there was no railway from Sutton to Epsom Downs,
but from Epsory to London Bridge (the only route was via
Crovder), the lirst trains of the day were:

Epsom  London Bridae

Depart Arrive Calling at

a.m. 2T

7358 835 Ewcll, Cheam, Suton, Carshallen (since

5.0 9.0 renamed Wallington}, West Craydon, cte,

2.40 5.0 Sutton, *'Carshalton”, West Croydon and
Sydenham.

2.10 130 Al Statiens (Carshalton Beeches, Waddon,
Pemge West, Honor (Oak Pack and Brockley
did oot exist).

9.45% 10,20 “Carshallon™, West Croydon and Forest
Hill oy,

A. F. HOOKHAM, LTD.
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