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Omega – a Journey through Time 
 
Rather than a book that assists collectors understand the history, design story and horology of the Omega brand, 
it is more like an expanded museum catalogue. The author, however, doesn’t claim it as a literary work, but an 
“album of annotated photographs” and thus cannot be accused of making claims about the product that are 
unsustainable. 
 
Accompanying the thousands of photographs are advertisements and other memorabilia which help frame 
various models within their period. Despite the sheer volume of material, the book doesn’t shape up as a 
definitive source of reference material that will assist collectors to determine originality or gain detailed 
information on the finish of various models. Some photographs are of high resolution and are quite useful, but 
many are too small to be of much use in making the finer distinctions on authenticity and finish one needs to 
make when acquiring vintage Omega models. The rich inventory of advertisements featured in the book is of 
inestimable value to collectors, although some are too small to read and enjoy. However, many of the smaller 
ads, when scanned and enlarged, yield very interesting information. 
 
The section on Constellations, on pages 360 to 400, provides some information not available in other publications 
and I was delighted to discover that the name Constellation was suggested by Bruno Passoni, an employee of 
Omega’s Italian agent. A photograph of the rare OT 2648 case with domed dial was another treat, but these 
gems were too few and probably would not satisfy the cravings for information and detail of serious Constellation 
collectors. 
 
Included in the book is a comprehensive table of the Omega Speedmaster line that provides information on 
calibres and specific features of various models. An updated list of Omega calibres from the late nineteenth 
century to the present is also offered, providing useful chronological and historical information on the 
manufacturing history of Omega. 
 
The text in the book is written as one would find in an Omega brochure or catalogue, and thus lacks the 
appearance of objectivity. There are translation errors that are inexcusable for a book of this price and standing. 
Generally, however, the text is coherent and well structured. 

 
It is a pity that Omega still hasn’t chosen to translate the Omega Saga into 
English for those collectors who are unfamiliar with the French language. ‘A 
Journey Through Time’ provides brief synopses of the Omega Saga chapters, 
but it is still really an adjunct to the other work. 
 
The book is primarily a census of the output of the Omega company and, as 
such, demands to be thumbed at leisure or when seeking information on 
specific models. It offers a very broad spread of Omega watches through the 
years, but the depth of information about specific brands in the Omega stable 
varies from model to model. It also lacks a comprehensive index, which means 

that readers will need to find their own efficiencies in using the book. 
 
As an Omega Aficionado I will return to this book many times and spend enjoyable time flipping through it. The 
more I have done so, the more I discover its true richness. It most certainly deserves a place in every serious 
Omega collector’s library, however, in respect to Omega Constellations, the definitive book on the history, 
horology and design story of this iconic brand is yet to be written. 


