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Omega Constellation Gems 
 
In many parts of the globe, diamond dial and bezel watches are reserved for ‘that certain kind of man’. 
But, in western countries, many certain kind of men are not at all that certain about wearing watches that 
sparkle with diamonds. While not always the case in the past, men hesitate to wear diamonds, even, one 
could argue, your modern metro-sexual. It is generally viewed as flamboyant and tasteless at best and 
effeminate at worst for men to adorn their wrists with precious stones.  After all, as the saying goes, 
diamonds are a girl’s best friend.  
 
The fashionistas would declare that Men’s diamond dialled and 
bezelled watches are the preserve of Greek shipping magnates and 
their upstart children, members of the Italian, Marseillaise and 
American criminal classes and perhaps the brassier ranks of the 
nouveau riche.  While they may look entirely appropriate on the wrists 
Columbian drug dealers and London crack house entrepreneurs, your 
average western male demurs at the thought of a diamond dress 
watch. The mention of a diamond dial will have him scurrying towards 
the security of a tool watch that has an engine the size of a ’57 Chevy 
and more subdials than a Boeing Dreamliner. 
 
While complicated watches with a surfeit of subdials may advertise 
the imagined testosterone levels of their wearers in western cultures, 
males in many parts of the Orient, particularly where ‘face’ plays a 
large part in the culture, have no hesitation at all in buying high-end 
watches with faces and bezels populated by diamonds. The 
conspicuous consumption and flaunting of luxury goods is part of the 
culture of some countries in Asia, no more so than in the autocracies 
of China and Singapore where it has been elevated to an art form.  
 
 It may come as no surprise that all eight of the limited edition 
Constellation models marking the Beijing Olympics are mid-sized 
diamond studded affairs designed to grace the normally thinner 
Oriental male wrist. As a dress watch, the solid red gold Constellation 
with diamond hour markers may well creep beyond Oriental, 
‘gangsta’, and new money taste. It is quite stunning in the flesh and 
one could be tempted to say “‘bugger the fashionistas” and buy it. 
 
Only Some Diamonds Are Forever 
 
While I cannot speak with authority about the current crop of diamond 
dialled/bezelled Constellations, diamonds in sub Haute Horlogerie 
brands are usually quite inferior. Diamonds set in many of the 
‘production’ brands do not measure up well to the higher ‘Three C’ 
standards (Clarity, Cut and Colour).  
 
The diamond quality varies wildly, but, commonly, diamonds of J 
colour and beyond are set into dials and bezels. In fact, quite a 
number of contemporary and indeed vintage watches are set with 
diamonds of such poor clarity and colour that they have no greater 
real value than that of industrial diamonds. 
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So, unless you are buying a high-end timepiece 
with an assured quality of diamond, you are not 
necessarily buying a watch of enhanced 
investment value. This is no more evident than in 
the vintage market where solid gold production 
brand watches with diamond dials or bezels often 
fetch less than their unadorned counterparts.  
 
 Vintage Diamond Constellations 
 
It is the norm for classic vintage Constellations to 
speak for themselves without the need of 
diamonds to communicate their elegance and 
quality. But there are exceptions. During the 
1970s when the Swiss watch crisis was in full 
swing, Omega tried to be all things to all people 
and produced Constellation editions encrusted 
with diamonds for particular markets. 
 
The example opposite was produced mainly for 
Oriental customers but also filtered into U.S. 
markets, and it is not uncommon to encounter 
New Old Stock examples being sold on 
electronic auctions. 
 

The 700 - 712 series calibres suited admirably the 
emerging trend of ultrathin dress watches in the late 
1960s and 1970s.  Omega produced a range of 
Constellation ‘jewellery’ watches powered by this 
movement series in the 1970s, including the truly 
magnificent ‘jeur D’Or’ solid gold integrated bracelet 
collection for men powered by the hand wind calibre 
700. Jeur D’or models never featured diamonds but 
their rich brocade bracelets signalled a trend towards 
ultrathin precious jewellery pieces for men in parallel 
in with the big and bling mainstream fashion of the 
1970s.    
 
The two examples opposite, part of the ‘Millet et Une 
Nuits’ collection of 1976 show calibre 711 models 
351.8656 and 351.8657 Constellations with 
quadrants of tiger eye and diamond encrustations on 
one dial and pearl dial and diamond markers on the 
other. Both pieces came with matching cufflinks and 
ring.  
 
A number of other jewellery Constellations were produced during this period and all can be considered 
uncommon in comparison to production numbers of mainstream Constellations.  Are they collectible?  I 
believe they are, and as the current ‘Big is Best’ tool watch fad begins to recede in favour of subtlety, 
elegance and maybe a touch of luxury, ultra-thin jewellery watches may gain greater favour.  
 

Mid-1970s Constellation diamond marker dial with non-COSC 1012 
movement. These sold on eBay for between USD 550 .00 – 950.00 in 

2007 
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In the 1950 and 1960s Omega did produce Constellations 
with diamond markers and/or diamond bezels. The difficulty 
with these models is that of determining the difference 
between factory-produced diamonds pieces and dials and 
bezels that were modified after-market.  It would be wise to 
contact the Omega Museum though the on-line vintage 
pages of the Omega site before committing to purchase any 
diamond encrusted Constellation. An authentic 
Constellation accessorised with diamonds is a rare object 
and highly collectible if it can be proved that it left the 
factory that way.  A watch modified after purchase may be 
of questionable collectibility. 
 
The most collectible of jewellery Constellations of the 1950s 
and 60s are the Grand Luxe limited editions. Of particular 
note is a reference number PA 16331 platinum calibre 505 
Grand Luxe originally purchased in 1958. Featuring 
rectangular diamond hour markers, it sold for more than 

413,000 Swiss francs at the Omegamania auction in 2007.  While this price is incomprehensible for a 
production watch, platinum case and bracelet not withstanding, it has to be conceded that at least two 
entities were bidding for this watch and the highest bidder won. Perhaps they both had more money than 
sense.  
A more accurate reflection of the prices commanded for these exquisite mdoels is that below left. 
Estimated to fetch around USD 6,500.00 to 8000.00 plus buyers premium it appears to have been 
passed in at the Antiquorum auction of June 2007. While the watch could not be called subtle, in my 
opinion this calibre 561 Grand Luxe model SC 187.81 is the quintessence of the elegant jewellery watch. 
 

My favourite jewellery Grand Luxe is pictured below. 
Encased in solid white gold, this model 168.7190 
calibre 561 with hidden crown features a total of 84 
diamonds on the bezel and lugs.  
 

 


