10 easy peasy??????????s

· ‘Emma’ by Jane Austen: ‘Cupid is armed and dangerous’

Opening chapters: setting the scene 

Download this page. Answer 10 questions. Post via Mail icon by lesson’s end.
[SAMPLE: LESSON 2] The narrative context :‘Beautiful, spoilt and irrepressibly witty, Emma Woodhouse enjoys a position of power and privilege in the small country town of Highbury.’ (Blurb from book.) We are introduced to the heroine by an ‘omniscient narrator’ (all knowing narrator) who manipulates us into liking Emma despite and even for her faults; she is kind and well intentioned. As with novels in general, Jane Austen’s narrative provides enough information on key characters in opening chapters to set the scene and engage interest, and characters are ‘fleshed out’ as the story unfolds. As can be seen from photos at the front of ‘Emma’, a good novel usually has enough key characters (6-12) to provide depth of interest and for sub-strands to develop. 
From your reading of opening chapters of ‘Emma’, answer the following:

? 1. At the beginning of the narrative, how old is Emma? __________________
? 2. What rank in the Woodhouse household did Miss Taylor, now Mrs Weston, hold before leaving to marry? _____________________

? 3. How does Mr Woodhouse, who wishes everyone to stay indoors and not catch cold and for their lives to stay the same, describe the former Miss Taylor in relation to her (happy) match?

‘______________Miss Taylor.’

? 4. A Woodhouse family friend, whose name reminds us of ‘courtly’ qualities of chivalry and nobility, disproves of Emma’s matchmaking. How far from Highbury does he live?

______________________________

? 5. Emma’s new friend and protégé, Harriet Smith, whose name suggests ‘smithing’ (e.g. blacksmith), has received what the family friend describes as an ‘inferior education’ in Highbury, raised by the local school mistress. What is this lady’s name?

______________________________

? 6. What book (which reminds us of the romantic theme of Emma) did young and unattached local farmer Mr Robert Martin promise Harriet he would read but neglect to read, thereby neglecting romance?

__________________________________________________

? 7. Referring to the book and photos at the front, what was the name and title of the character who entreated Emma to draw a likeness (picture) of Harriet? _______________________________________
? 8. From your viewing of the archery scene last lesson and reading of the novel, what is the difference in setting between the film and book in the discussion of Robert Martin’s proposal?

_______________________________________

? 9. Why do you think the film makers made this change? ___________________________________________________________________________________________
? 10. Do you think it adds to the narrative – why or why not? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
