EMINENT INDIGENOUS
AUSTRALIAN

Itistragicthat it hastaken astruggleov&they ull
of themost respected Aboriginal resistanceleade

public, for duringhislifehewasone

erth, Fremantleand Albany are now

i When Capt 1, ' 9, he proclaimed the Nyungar British subjects.
arly reports sh rated well at firgt, trading fish and gamefor bread
and flour. L

TheNyungar annual practice of burning theland was
yungar saw the settlers livestock asfair gameto replacethe
gor displacing.

sgarden. Y agan wasamongst thegroup that returned to
, but histwo sons escaped to report theincident.
arriors. Y agan was named one of theleaders

placed on hishead.

erecklessdaring of thisdesperado, who setshislifeat a
nly believefor themost trivial offence, even with aloaded
oked him.” Effortsto capture Y agan wereincreased, and

In June 1832, ancther
responsible and offici
Attacksand reprisal

pin’sfee, isbeingt

musket at hisbr
laterin 1832 hewas

Y agan was descri

fellows, inmind as

admiration”. Thecont

either courteousand h

Y agan was saved frc
rather than a.criming

L Y agan was sentenc

Portrait of Y agan, chief of theSwan  pim. Lyon sympathise

River him. Y agan did not stay

boat and returned to the L - ;

Y agan was soon being pursued by the military again, after taking slaying of two menwho had shot aNyungar without provocation. Thereward

on hishead wasincreased to £330, but the armed patrol s that scou side had no success.

Thegrowing conflict between musketsand spearstook ar%y toll gar people. Y agan’ sbrother, Domjuim, waskilled and decapitated, and hisfather,

sing “adignified bearing ... head and shoulders above his
0 thewhite people, heyet commanded their
e seeninreports of thetimethat described him as

gued that Y-agan should be treated as a prisoner of war
or later indigenousresistancefighters.

arnac, where L yon wastobe responsiblefor “civilising”
pleand hisland, and he published many articlesabout
1Carnac, heand hisNyungar companions stoleasmall

Midgegooroo, was captured, tried and shot. Tensionsin thecolon jith rumoursthat hundreds of well-armed Nyungar were mobbing to attack outlying

aress. ]
Y agan next appeared at thefarm of George Moore and}i it hed happenedto hisfather. Moorewrotein hisdiary: “ Y agan stepped forward, and
leaning hisleft hand on my shoulder, while he gesticul ated v w eredashort of recitative, looking earnestly at my face. | regret that | could not
understand it; | thought from the tone and manner that the p W Yo g.our country; you have driven usfrom our hauntsand disturbed usin our
occupations. Aswewalk in our country we arefired upon's  the white men treat usso?”

OnJuly 11, 1833, withagroup of Nyungar, Y agan approached two esand William K eats, and asked them for flour. Recognising
Y agan and keen for thereward, William, when he saw the Ee) ¢ ctat nd his back and shot him dead. Both brothersthen fled, but
William was caught and speared to death. A t" "

James soon returned to the scenewith an armed party. The ndtheb am a o}g‘. ance away, thebodiesof Y agan and another Nyungar,
Heegan. Heegan was still alive and was shot in the head. Y agan’ s head : gs skinned of f hisback.

James K eatsreceived the £330 reward, but the Perth Gazettecriticised hiSé as erousact . it appearsto uswill annihilatethe surest

road to perfect amity — mutual confidence... Weare not vindicating the emé Srevoltingto =d asameritoriousdeed.”
r 'stancewastooontinueunderIeaderssuchasCaIyute soult! 2 Ie,@ \eeip of the , jarrain 1834,

prese vedbysnoklnglnaheﬂov\‘treestumpf S wasthente
,poswmfurstrmgtleel'around r 9l ack cockatol




